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BacktoChurchSunday l l l

Sunday 28" September 2008 saw around 3000 churches across the
nation make a special effort to welcome newcomers and returners — and
tens of thousands of people attended especially for this day.

The initiative called ‘Back to Church Sunday’ now in its fourth year,
encouraged thousands of churchgoers to ask their friends and
neighbours along to a Sunday service using a special ‘VIP’ invitation
card with the long term view that this would lead them to rediscover their
local church community.

The concept which began in Manchester in 2004 was based on research
which had revealed that three million people (6% of the adult population)
would come back to church if they received a personal invitation.

435 Baptist churches officially participated, some doubling their usual
Sunday numbers. Those that came along to the service here at
Kidderminster Baptist Church were also given a welcome pack which
contained various information relating to church including a DVD and
fair-trade chocolate bar.

If you would like to sample church maybe for the first time or you would
just like an excuse to come back, there is no need to wait until next year.
You are most welcome anytime.

Please refer to the information in this magazine

advertising our forthcoming services.
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Good year or bad year?

The end of another year is very quickly
approaching!

What has the year been like for you — and what
does 2009 have in store?

As | look back over this last year within the
church, we have been able to enjoy some wonderful times. In May, we had
our 200 year anniversary with visits from our local MP, Dr. Richard Taylor, and
also the ‘top man’ of the UK Baptist Church, Rev. Jonathan Edwards. Over
the summer we enjoyed a very successful Summer Fun Day with many local
people sharing one of the only sunny days of the entire summer!

The church has also seen two successful Alpha courses bringing a number of
people who previously had no knowledge of Christianity, into a better
understanding of what it is all about. We have also been hugely blessed by
the success of our musical toddler group, TotsRock, which has risen from 14
children just over a year ago, to weekly groups of anything between 30 and 50
children!

A cheesy slogan for me for this year would be, ‘God has been great in 2008’!

Here’s to next year!

But what about 2009? What will that hold?

For the church, it will be a time of stepping forward once again in complete
trust in what God is doing through us. We will be trying to listen to his
direction as to where the church needs to be working and what it's putting its
resource into.

For me, it promises to be a challenging time. | will be spending a number of
weeks in the Spring visiting churches and projects in India. And on my return,
both the church and | will be deciding if God is calling us to continue our work
in Franche when my training is completed in 2010. For both my family and the
church, 2009 promises to hold an unknown future.

| wonder if your 2008 was one to remember or one you’'d rather forget. Will
Christmas and New Year this year be a time of celebrating, or simply one of
hope for a better year next year?

Our chosen church text for 2009 contains the following,
“I the Lord have called you...| will take hold of your hand.” Isaiah 42:6

It is a reminder that whatever we have faced in 2008, and whatever we are set
to see in 2009, God will be there, whether we realise it or not. He will be
walking every step of the way with us.

Maybe my slogan for next year will be now, ‘God will be fine in 2009'.

Wishing you all a peaceful Christmas and New Year season,
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CaféChurch@Nero’s

Wednesday 1* October saw the first ever café church at Nero’s coffee
shop in Weavers Wharf. Opening for an extra hour between 6-7pm
and run by members of Trinity Methodist church, café church is an
opportunity to offer church to those who would not normally go into a
church building for worship.

The first meeting looked at the environment and participants were
encouraged to complete a carbon footprint calculator to see how
‘green’ they were and the second meeting on November 5™ tested
peoples knowledge of Guy Fawkes and considered whether there is a
place for faith in politics.

If you find church intimidating, find attendance on a Sunday impossible
due to work or family commitments or you’re simply not sure of your
faith or where you fit in then café church is for you. The next meeting
is on Wednesday 3" December @ 6pm.

A New Musical by

R"ﬁ"’ JM«M

s

Kidderminster Town Hall
Saturday April 4™ 2009

Conducted by Roger Jones himself with his own soloists and
large LOCAL CHOIR
Like to be involved? No auditions!
Rehearsals @ Foley Park Methodist Church starting January 5™
2009, 7.15pm
Why not come to a special taster evening @ Foley Park on
Monday 15" December, 7.15pm

More information from Sue Stinton 01562 752798
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Street Party!!

Saturday 30™ August will be
remembered not only for the
Street Party held at
Kidderminster Baptist Church
to celebrate their 200th
anniversary but also for the
lovely sunny weather that had
been so rare for us over the
summer.

The day kicked off at 11am when the first of 20 or so cars was
hand washed. A bouncy castle stood on the green between the
church and main road and this was surrounded by stalls
containing everything from plants, to books to fair-trade
products. A gazebo provided a little shade for the face painting
and card making whilst another gave cover to the cakes and
refreshments that stood close to the barbecue.

Although much of the street
party was free, many people
gave a donation to charity.
Altogether over £350 was
raised which went towards
‘Operation Agri’, a charity
which supports rural and
urban development projects
in three continents, attacking the basic causes of poverty
amongst some of the least fortunate people in the world.
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Wyre Forest Nightstop was established in April 2004, due to the concern
surrounding the increasing number of young homeless people in the
Wyre Forest.

The aim of Wyre Forest Nightstop is simple; to provide safe emergency
accommodation for young people aged 16-25, on a one night at a time
basis in the homes of trained, approved volunteer hosts.

The hosts provide a bed for the night, an evening meal, washing facilities,
breakfast, and most importantly, a caring environment and a listening
ear.

After a young person’s stay with Nightstop, the Nightstop co-ordinator
helps with any existing support needs such as budgeting, education,
drug/alcohol dependencies, family conciliation, and of course housing.
Together, they work through an action plan that aims to meet these
needs.

Wyre Forest Nightstop is linked to a national organisation Nightstop UK
which supports a network of Nightstop schemes throughout the country.
The first Nightstop scheme originated in Leeds as an initiative by local
Christian Churches responding to the challenges highlighted in the
Archbishop of Canterbury's report 'Faith In The City' published in 1985.
The scheme was two years in development and became operational in
October 1985.

Wyre Forest Nightstop is based at Youth House, Bromsgrove Street,
Kidderminster.

For further details see www.wyreforestnightstop.org

Could you help? If you are interested in supporting this work, and, in
particular if you would be interested in being available as a host, please
contact Wyre Forest Nightstop on 01562 820110. If you agreed to act as
a host, it would be on a one night only basis and would be limited to
Mondays to Thursdays only, i.e. not at weekends. Once accepted as a
host, your name is added to the list of potential hosts who could be
contacted if emergency accommodation was needed for one night only.
You would always be able to say no if it was not convenient on that
occasion.

Crosstalk — The Magazine of Kidderminster Baptist Church, Franche Road
December 08 / January 09


http://www.wyreforestnightstop.org/

For the least of these...

Sunday 5™ October was our harvest service
here at Kidderminster Baptist. This year we
chose to support the work of BMS World
Mission which is in the business of changing .
lives. It works through long, medium and For the
short-term workers, teams and volunteers, as \ least of
well as a large number of supported national . these...
partner workers around the world, providing '
people, funding, training and expertise. They
work in around 40 countries of the world, on
four continents.

At harvest it’s easy to focus just on how much God has given us and
to forget those whose harvests have failed. For the least of these...
focused on people in south Asia, whose crops and livelihoods were
destroyed by flooding last year.

It gave us as a congregation the opportunity to reflect on how fortunate
we are in the UK compared to many in the world and enabled us to
respond to the challenge put before us through prayer and financial

giving.

We were also able to enjoy a fantastic Harvest Hotpot afterwards
followed by home made apple crumble — delicious!!

One True King

What does Worship really mean? The Friday Night Housegroup have
been asking this very question and using the book of Daniel in the Old
Testament as a means of answering it. The life of Daniel shows us
that true worship is about offering our whole lives to God. During this
seven week study the group have learnt about prayer, prophecy, exile,
the ‘end times’, pressure, compromise, seduction and idolatry. God
longs to be first in our lives - our One True King - and through this very
series, we have learnt what it means to place Him there regardless of
circumstance or situation.
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Sun 14" Dec: 11am — midday
Family Nativity Service
Service for all ages

Featuring children from TotsRock toddler group; Jack
& Jill/pre-school and the Brewnies

Suitable for all ages, facilities provided for under 5s

Sun 21° Dec: 6pm-7.15pm
Traditional Carols by
Candlelight Service

Readings and carols following the
Christmas story

Hot refreshments and mince pies
afterwards

Suitable for all ages,
facilities provided for under 5s
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TotsRock — Full to Bursting!

Due to a fantastic start to our second year we

have decided to limit new admissions for the \6
time being. In light of this, booking your place Q JA=Y
in advance is essential for anyone new who L P =

would like to come.

We are open to all, regardless of gender, ability and ethnic
background. If you or your friends and family are eager to join us, use
the contact info below and we will take details and advise of the next
available session.

We wish to give special thanks to all the parents, carers and children
that have made TotsRock the success it has become.

Contact info; Tel 01562 822858, text 07919 047210
E-mail; lou.gudger@btinternet.com

Louise & Nicci

Church Text for 2009

We have chosen our church text for 2009 to be —

"I, the Lord, have called you in righteousness; | will take hold of your
hand. | will keep you and will make you to be a covenant for the
people and a light for the nations,

To open eyes that are blind, to free captives from prison

and to release from the dungeon those who sit in darkness."

Isaiah 42:6-7 (NIV)

Our morning services in the New Year will explore this text further -
why not come along and join us?

Sun4™Jan - A call to be right with God
Sun 18™Jan - Acall to see God walking with us
Sun8"Feb - A call to be united

Sun 22" Feb - A call to action in our world
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What'’s on in December and January? [

December
Mon 1%

Tue 2™

Weds 3"

Mon 8"

Thur 11"

Sat 13"

Sun 14"
Mon 15"
Sun 21
Wed 24™

Thur 25™

January

Mon 12"

Fri 16™

Mon 26"

Crosstalk — The Magazine of Kidderminster Baptist Church, Franche Road

™

Monday Afternoon Fellowship, 2.30pm
Communion — Brookdale Nursing
Home, 2.30pm

Birmingham City Mission, collection of
goods

Monday Afternoon Fellowship, 2.30pm
Advent programme

Deacons Meeting, 7.30pm
Extraordinary Church Meeting, 7.30pm

Churches Together in Kidderminster
Open-air Christmas service, 12 noon @ Town Hall

Family Nativity Service, 11am

CAMEO Christmas lunch, 12.30pm

Traditional Carols by Candlelight Service, 6pm
Midnight Communion Service, 11.30pm

Christmas Morning Family Service, 10.30am

Monday Afternoon Fellowship, 2.30pm
Deacons Meeting, 7.30pm
Church Meeting, 7.30pm

Monday Afternoon Fellowship, 2.30pm
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Pray with us through December and January

December

7" Pray that the materialistic nature of Christmas does not
draw people into debt.

14™  Pray for all children as they break up for the holidays
that they will have a safe and enjoyable Christmastime.

21%"  Thank God for his love which is so beautifully expressed
at Christmas. Thank Him for coming into the world in the
person of Jesus Christ.

28"  As we look into the New Year let us give thanks for what
He has done this year and all that He will do in 2009.

January
4 Pray that we hold to this years’ church text.

11" Please pray for all those who are in debt. Pray that they
would seek practical advice as soon as possible and that
it might lead them in a positive direction.

18"  Pray for the week of ‘Prayer for Christian Unity’ as
churches across the town ‘swap pulpits’ over the next
two weeks.

25" Pray that as we enter the coldest part of the year, those
who are homeless or on low incomes might find their
needs met.
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Come and join us for our services in
December and January

Morning @ 11am Evening @ 6pm
December
7" Simon Gudger No evening Service
14" Simon Gudger Bernice Darlington

Nativity Service

21° Simon Gudger Simon Gudger
Communion Carols by Candlelight
24" Simon Gudger

Communion, 11.30pm

25" Simon Gudger
Christmas Family Service

10.30am
28" Deacons led service Deacons led service
January
4™ Simon GudgerRoger Wood
A call to be right with-God Communion
11" Revs Bill & Glad Rosie Ray Lewis
18" Simon Gudger Brenda Wood
A call to see God walking with us
Communion
25" Kidderminster Churches Bernice Darlington

Preacher Swap Sunday
End of the week of prayer for
Christian Unity
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Community Groups @ Kidderminster Baptist Church

Monday

Jack and Jill Pre-School Jo Hill 01562 754833
9.00am-12.00pm Chris May 01562 632867
Slimming World Russell 01562 746265

6.30-8.00pm & 8.00-9.30pm

Tuesday
Jack and Jill Pre-Sch

" Kidderminster Can&: der Club Jordon 01562 631475
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Weekly Church Programme

Why not come along and join us on;

Sunday:

1lam Morning worship & Sunday Club
Family worship suitable for all ages,
Activities & supervision for children and youth
Communion 3" Sunday morning of the month
6pm Evening Worship

Communion 1% Sunday evening of the month

Monday:

2.30pm Afternoon Fellowship (Fortnightly)
Tuesday:

10.30am TotsRock

Wednesday:

7pm Alpha Course

Friday:

8pm Weekly Housegroup

Birthdays
We wish the following people in our fellowship a very
happy birthday:

January l.;
3" Roger Wood ) B 4
7" Louise Gudger :

Anniversaries
Many congratulations to those who are celebrating their
wedding anniversaries
December

20" Chris and Nicci Lane
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Useful Contacts

www.kidderminsterbaptist.com

Minister Simon Gudger 01562 822858

In Training: minister @ kidderminsterbaptist.com

Secretary: Roger Wood 01299 405601
Secretary @ kidderminsterbaptist.com

Treasurer: Chris Lane 01299 401740

Treasurer @ kidderminsterbaptist.com

Deacon: Susan Lane 01562 752097
(Premises Steward)

Deacon: Marion Appleby 01562 751444
(Pastoral Care
Co-ordinator)

TotsRock Leaders: Louise Gudger 01562 822858
totsrock @ kidderminsterbaptist.com

Nicci Lane 01299 401740
Totsrock @ kidderminsterbaptist.com
Alpha contact: Simon Gudger 01562 822858
Minister @ kidderminsterbaptist.com
Monday Afternoon Simon Gudger 01562 822858
Fellowship: minister @ kidderminsterbaptist.com
Sunday Club Chris Lane 01299 401740
Leader: treasurer @ kidderminsterbaptist.com
. Church text for 2008 T

“Stand at the crossroads and look; ask for the ancient paths, ask where
the good way is, and walk in it, and you will find rest for your souls”

*e Jeremiah 6:16
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