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The Alpha Course starts early in the New Year 
at Kidderminster Baptist Church running one 
night a week for 10 weeks. 
 
7.30pm ï Shared pudding together 
8pm ï DVD addressing one of the key issues 
to life 
9pm ï Open discussion time 
9.45pm ï Close 
 
Call us on 01562 822858 to enquire or book 
your place or email 
mail@kidderminsterbaptist.com 
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Christmas ï itôs great for the kids 
 

I never used to be able to sleep on Christmas Eve!  Iôd go 
upstairs with a big plastic bag with a picture of Santa on it 
(just in case he didnôt recognise where to leave the 
presents). Iôd leave this at the top of the stairs and go into 
my bedroom to try and sleep.  The problem was that I also 
wanted to listen out to try and hear Santa putting my presents into the bag ï and 
that kept me awake for a long time! 
Eventually, Iôd drift off to sleep, but the excitement of the day itself always worked 
as an alarm clock in my body, ready to go off at some unearthly time in the 
morning that would be unheard of any other day. 
ñHas he been yet?ò the excited brothers would ask each other, and one of us 
would creep out in the darkness to find our bags filled with goodies including a 
good old satsuma, a monkey nut and a bag of chocolate money! 
 

Reviewing the traditions 
 

When I got married we had to combine our different traditions of where Santa 
would leave the presents and what we should eat for breakfast (pork pie for 
breakfast on Christmas Day?).  Now, with children, we have had to combine our 
traditions on where they leave their stockings for Santa.  But in some way, we 
want to preserve the traditions that we enjoyed as children. 
Recently whilst doing school assemblies for St Catherineôs and Franche Primary, 
I reminded the children to remember the reasons why we do traditions, and why 
we celebrate things.  I think itôs important for us not only to continue celebrating, 
but to always remember why the traditions started in the first place. 
For me, this means not making Christmas a tradition just for children.  For, whilst 
there are traditions and celebrations that are particularly child-friendly, there are 
also traditions and celebrations that are for adults too, and I think itôs important 
for us not to overlook them. 
 

If you are fortunate enough to spend Christmas this year with friends or family, if 
you manage a special meal, or some time off work, then just spend a little time 
revisiting the reason why this tradition continues.  The world as we know it 
changed when Christ was born.  This was no ósee the baby meek and mildô event 
ï this was something that has changed history.  We canôt simply ignore it. 
 

ñThe virgin will be with child and will give birth to a son, and they will call 
him Immanuel, which means, God with us.ò Matthew 1:23 

 

God with us.  For me thatôs the Christmas message.  This event allowed us to 
have a relationship with God ï your response is of utmost importance.  Maybe 
this Christmas will be a time for you to renew your relationship with God, or even 
begin it for the first time.  
Christmas ï itôs great for the kids ï but it can be just as good for adults too! 
You will find details of our Christmas services in the centre pages ï it would be 
great to welcome you to any of them.   
 
May God bring joy and peace to you this Christmas. 

Simon 



 

 

Sunday 27
th
 September 2009 saw around 3000 churches across the nation 

make a special effort to welcome newcomers and returners.  
 
The initiative called óBack to Church Sundayô now in its fifth year, 
encouraged thousands of churchgoers to ask their friends and neighbours 
along to a Sunday service with the special theme of ócome as you areô. The 
long term view of their visit back to church was that it might lead them to 
rediscover their local church community. 
 
The concept which began in Manchester in 2004 was based on research 
which had revealed that three million people (6% of the adult population) 
would come back to church if they received a personal invitation. 
 
Those that came along to the service here at Kidderminster Baptist Church 
almost doubled the number of the normal congregation. They were also 
given a welcome pack which contained various information relating to 
church including a DVD and fair-trade chocolate bar. 
 
If you would like to sample church maybe for the first time or you would just 
like an excuse to come back, there is no need to wait until next year. You 
are most welcome anytime.  
Please refer to the information in this magazine advertising our forthcoming 
services. 
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I wish a shepherd boy Iõd been, 
On that first Christmas night, 

When angels came down from the sky, 
And bathed the fields with light, 
Singing, Praising, filled the sky, 
Telling of the Saviourõs birth, 
Loud Hosannas raised on high 

Peace and goodwill to the earth. 
 

I wish a wise man I had been, 
Travelling over lands afar, 
For to see my Saviour dear 
Guided by a shining star. 

Bearing our most precious gifts, 
To the stable crude and bare, 
There to lay them at His feet 

Saviour of the world most fair. 
 

But, alas, no shepherd boy, 
Nor a wise man I, 

No angels singing in the sky, 
No wondrous star on high, 

Still to the Saviour I may come 
No longer in that cattle stall, 

My gift would be my heart and soul 
And give my Lord my all in all. 

 
Bert Wilson (1930-2007) 

Church member and greatly missed 

 

 



 

Street  Party!! 
 
Saturday 5

th
 September was the 2

nd
 Street Party to be held at 

Kidderminster Baptist Church. The first in 2008 was part of our 
200th anniversary celebrations and was so successful that we 
decided to hold another! 
The day kicked off at 11am when the first of many cars was 
washed by several hard-grafters who worked their socks off for the 
full 3hours. A bouncy castle stood on the green between the 
church and main road and this was surrounded by stalls containing 
everything from plants, to books to bric-a-brac products. A gazebo 
provided a little shade for the face painting whilst another gave 
cover to the cakes and refreshments that stood close to the 
barbecue. 
Although much of the 
street party was free, 
many people gave a 
donation to charity. 
Altogether over £300 was 
raised which went towards 
the Millbrook Suite Appeal  
and óOperation Agriô, a charity which supports rural and urban 
development projects in three continents, attacking the basic 
causes of poverty amongst some of the least fortunate people in 
the world. 
The weather however was not as kind this year. Although it 
remained dry, the sky was overcast and the wind blew a little more 
than we wouldôve liked. That didnôt deter the punters however and it 
was great for our church to put on an event for the benefit of our 
local community 
 

 

Exciting times for children! 
 

In September we appointed a student children  
& families worker to work part-time with the 
church.  Over the next 3 years, Brent Cairns will 
be focussing his work on the under 11s and 
their families in our community.  This is a really 
exciting time for us, as we continue to look to 
develop our links with the younger ones in our 
area. More in the next edition of Crosstalké 

 

 



 

 

An introduction to our new Sunday Club groupsé 
 

Due to an increase in the number of children attending Sunday 

Club, we have now split into 3 groups  
 

A great crèche facility for the 0 -3õs. 

Bright Sparks gives our young ones the 

chance to combine fun playtime with 

the opportunity to follow the topics of 

Bubbles and Xtream  through bible story, craft and m usic. What a privilege 

it is to be able to nurture their understanding of God from such an early 

age, using Jesus example of placing enormous value on them and using them 

as a role model for the kingdom of God.   
 

Children aged 3 -5 are bubbling with 

life; everything is new, exciting and 

just waiting to be discovered. They are 

in the busiest time of their lives when 

they will learn more than at any other 

time and, crucially, when their brains establish learning pathways. They 

are receptive to God, to hearing  him in ways that many of us have lost as 

we have grown up and to having the sort of faith that Jesus wants us all 

to have.  
 

Children aged 5 -11 like to have fun! 

They like to be with their friends and 

are growing increasingly independent. 

Most still like the opportunity to play 

games and to be creative, but they will 

shy away from anything that feels too babyish. Their capacity to learn is 

enormous and most begin to read quite well. Feed their imaginations with 

Xstream  and allow them space to ask the questions about the things that 

younger children take for granted. Xstream  encourages our children to 

live their daily lives for Go d.  
 

If you would like your child to attend Sunday Club which runs during 

our 11am Sunday Service, or for more information, please contact 

Chris Lane on 01299 401740  

or e - mail info@kidderminsterbaptist.com  
 
 

Text taken from ôlightliveõ on Scripture Union Website  

http://www.scriptureunion.org.uk/38352.id


 

 
 

Sun 13
th

 Dec: 11am ï midday 
 

Childrenôs Nativity Service  
Service for all ages 

 
 

Suitable for all ages, facilities provided for under 5s 
Refreshments served afterwards 

 
 
 
 

 
Sun 20

th
 Dec:  

6pm ï 7.15pm 
Traditional Carols by 
Candlelight Service 

 
Readings and carols following the 

Christmas story 
Hot refreshments and mince pies 

afterwards 
 

Suitable for all ages,  
facilities provided for under 5s 

 

 
 
 


